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upon the result. The same is true, it is worth adding, of
the Popular Front elections in France in 1936 and of the
Blum Chamber which followed on it; and the general
truth it implies is emphasized once more by the fact that
the drama of the Roosevelt experiment has created more
interest in the proceedings of the American Congress than
at any time in its history since the Civil War.
The inference, I think, is clear. Parliamentary govern-
ment, to retain its hold, must give the promise of great
results. If it fails to do so, the electorate will look elsewhere
for them. Nothing is more dangerous in a democratic
State than a condition in which the people is persuaded
that the fundamental instruments of its government are
not equal to the tasks imposed upon them. A habit of
lethargy is thereby induced which easily persuades a
people to lend a ready .ear to the siren voices of dictator-
ship. This is especially true in a time like our own. For we
have reached the stage where the parties of the Right deny
the premisses upon which the politics of the Left are
conducted. The result of that division is simple. When
capitalist democracy is challenged, it has to be enormously
successful in the economic sphere if it is to maintain its
authority. For the contrast it provides between its econo-
mic and its political configuration of power is, at best, a
startling one. To maintain the loyalties of men it must be
able continuously to satisfy their hopes. It must, that is
to say, be capable of one of two things. Either the possess-
ing class by which it is controlled must be willing to tax
itself on a constantly augmenting scale for the benefit of
the masses; or its volume of production must so constantly
expand as to make possible an ever greater standard of life
for the ordinary wage-earner. This second alternative,
obviously, must be achieved on the basis of at least a
maintenance of that level of profit which persuades the